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Tuerspay, 16 O&ober, 1792. 


Area uo twvews, Maca. Hom. Ob. 


Pray, Mr. Country Srecraror, who are you? 














E-corism is a fault in writing, which 


/ ‘it was 1eferved for modern ages to difcover and to 


_ condemn. The Ancients feem not to have been de- 
= licate in fpeaking of themfelves in the firft perfon : 
: and their fovereign Critics, Ariftotle and Loxginus, 
: Cicero and Quintiltan have no where, that | recol- 


lect, cenfured this prefumption. At the prefent 

day the cafe is far different. We live in an age, in 

which the love of literature is not peculiar to any 

clafs of mankind, but in which almoft every man 

lays fome claim to the praife of tafte and fcience. 

Amidft fuch a multiplicity of indif¢riminate pre- 
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14 THE COUNTRY SPECTATOR. 


tenfions, fome muft of necedity be weak and frivo’ 
lous ; and many muft be founded on remarks, which 
are obvious, and on difcoveries, which are unavoid- 
able. Of thefe remarks and of thefe difcoveries 
none is more eafy than the detection of Ego- 
tifm: this requires no penetration, no accuracy 
of decifion, but here every man alike is a judge 
in the queftion before him. It would be a curious 
fubject of inguiry to trace Criticifm thro’ its feve- 
ral gradations ;—to purfue it from its comprehen- 
five grafp of the whole to its petty confideration 
of parts, to defcend from the analyfis of fenti- 
ment and the exercife of judgment to the cenfure 
of tautology, and the enumeration of particular 
words.. But fuch difcuffions do not lie within the 
province of a Country Spectator: the difcern- 
ing Reader will eafily perceive for what purpofe the 
foregoing obfervations are introduced ; they are in- 
tended to lefien the odium of a fault perhaps al- 
ready committed, er which may fometimes be dift 
coverable in the profecution of this work. At the 
fame time it may be proper to obferve, that it is the 
prefcriptive right of every Periodical i-flayift to 
peak of himfelf egotifically. Old Spec, who was not 
deficient in modefty, has exercifed this privilege 
thro’ almoit every page of eight volumes: nor have 
his fucceflors been more cautious of difgufting their 
Readers. They, who have purfued other paths of 
literature, have contrived various methods of e‘ca- 


ping the charge of Fgotifm; but the only expedient, 
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THE COUNTRY SPECTATORs 15 


which I fhall now mention, is that employed by a 
celebrated writer of the prefent day. In his life of 
Jounson, his ufual method of delignating himfelf is 
to fay this writer, or the prefext author; a mode of 
phrafeology, which is known to be very good Greek, 
but which is not univerfaily allowed to be authorized 
Englifo. There are many other ingenious devices, 
which modeit Gentlemen have hit upon, that they 
might not feem to talk of themfelves, when they 
have been talking of nothing elfe: but thefe 1 fhall 
difmils in filence, it being my only with in offering 
thefe remarks, to exculpate myfelf, if in the courfe of 
the prefent or any future paper a ceriain pronoun 
fhould frequently occur, and to admonith the deal- 
ers in Critical fmall-wares not to be offended, if I 
affert the indifputable prerogative of a Periodical 
Writer. 


Ir has been ufual among authors of the fame 
tribe with myfelf, to oblige their Readers at their 
firft outfet with fome account of their own perfons, 


‘habits and manner of life: and yet their object has 


been rather to excite, than to gratify, curiofity. 
They have not publifhed their names, but have de- 
{cribed their aflociates ; they have not declared the 
profeffion, to which they have belonged, but have 
pointed out the vicinity of their refidence. As I 
am no friend to innovation, under whatever mafk it 
may be concealed, unlefs it demonftrably anfwers 
fome important end, I will not violate a cuftom 
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16 THE COUNTRY SPECTATOR. 


eftablifhed by my predeceffors, but fhall proceed to 


inform my Readers, not fo much who I am, as who 
I am not. 


From my having affumed the title of Country 
Spefator it might, perhaps, be imagined, that 1 
afpire to the praife of fome qualification, which has 
diftinguifned my great namefake from all his fol- 
lowers. Excellence, however, is rarely imitable: 
and even in the few inftances, in which Copyitts 
have been fuccefsful, they have acquired little ap- 
plaufe. My ambition, therefore, fhall be directed 
to a different object, than that of fervile imitation : 
and, accordingly, I aflure my Readers (at the fame 
time entering a caveat againft all witticifms levelled 
at my reputation) that no two animals were ever 
more unlike each other, than are the Town and the 
Country Spectator. 


To begin, then, my negative defcription of my- 
felf, 1 poffefs no one of the peculiarities, which drew 
on the great Spectator the {miles of his acquaintance, 
or any of his properties (except that of meaning well) 
which have raifed him in the eftimation of the 
Public.—As to the former of thefe, I do not think 
that I was ever obferved to have a fhort face; on 
the contrary I have fometimes been remarked to 
have had along one. My natural propentity is ra- 
ther to gravity than to-mirth ; and I have always pre-~ 
ferred the fober fea{t of reafon in the company ofa 
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THE COUNTRY SPECTATOR. 17 


few friends, to the burfts of laughter and the fhouts 
of merriment. At prefent, [am removed to fucha 
diftance from my old companions, as to be preclud- 
ed trom literary intercourfe. 1 have, therefore, of 
late wooed Solitude in her retreat ; and tho’ I have 
mixed with all companies, into which I have been 
invited, Ihave feldom fuffered a day to elapfe, in 
which | have not paid a folitary vilit to fome place 
of retirement in the neighbourhood of my refi. 
dence. It was in one of thefe walks (1 know not 
how aulpicioully) that I planned the Counrry 
SPECTATOR. 


TacttTurnity, another peculiarity, which diftin- 
guifhed the original Speéator, is a virtue, as a Py/bae 
gorean would term it, to which | have little pretence. 
Converiation, both from the lafting advantages and 
the temporary pleafure, which it yields, has ever 
been my delight; infomuch, that into whatever 
company I chance to fall, if 1 do not converie with 
thofe who are near me, my filence mutt be afcribed 
to my utter want of information gn the fubject difs 
cuffed by them. 


From the beft conjectures, which I am able to 
form concerning the future events of my life bya 
retrofpect of thofe which are pait, I do not think it 
probable, that I fhall ever be made a Secretary of 
State, or be bleft with the Right Honourable love ofa 
dowager Countefs. My ambition, too, is ofa humbler 
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1% THE COUNTRY SPECTATOR. 


kind ; and it rarely happens, that men are elevated te 
exalted {tations, without having difcovered a reftlefs 
impatience of obicurity, and without having made 
repeated efforts to rife. My prefent fituation, tho’ 
not very con{picuous, is more fo than it might have 
been: inthe Town, indeed, in which I live, lam 
as well known by perfons of all ranks and conditions, 
as if] were the Curate of the Parifh.— 


Tuat I poffefs not the genius or learning of my 
illuftrious predeceflor, is probably, already evident 
to thofe, who have feen my firft paper. Nature has 
caft me in a very different mould ; and yet, perhaps, 
were I to complain of her unkindnefs to me, I might 
be thought by thofe, who beft know me, to be que- 
rulous without reafon, and to afcribe my numerous 
deficiencies toa wrong caufe. I have ever from my 
childhood felt a paffion for letters, and have, during 
certain intervals, purfued my favorite ftudies with 
the ardour of Youth ftruggling for pre-eminence 
and future fame: yet being of a liftlefs difpofi- 


tion, too irrefolute to endure fatigue, and too fickle 
to perfevere in my purfuits, my acquirements fall 
far fhort of thofe, to which my emulation had taught 
me to afpire. J am not, however, yet arrived 
at thofe years, in which endeavours are rendered 
fruitlefs, and the hopes of improvement are vain : 
nor can | omit the prefent opportunity of reminding 
my young Readers, who feel a defire of excellence, 


while they are giving to idle amufements the hours, 
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THE COUNTRY SPECTATOR. Ig 


which cannot be recalled, that our ambition will 
often furvive our powers of exertion, and re- 
proach us with that obfcurity, into which indo- 


lence has funk us, never to emerge! 


As I bear no refemblance to the perfonage, 
whofe name I have aflumed, it may raife an inquiry 
among the curious, why I have thus chofen to call 
myfelf the Country Speéaior. It is not an eafy part 
of the tafk allotted to a Periodical Writer, to finda 
title for his Papers. Almoft every term, which ex- 
preffes defultory obfervation and iocial Philofophy, 
has been anticipated by former Effayifls. We have 
feen Ramblers and Idlers, Lotterers and Loungers, 
Speculators and Triflers; fo that to dilcover a new 
appellation for a courfe of Eflays 1s {carcely lefs dif- 
ficult, than it is to collect new remarks on life and 
manners. I had not indeed, forgotten by what 
name the inhabitants of the adjacent counties were 
known amongft the Ancient Geographers; and | 
had almoft refolved to give fome title tomy Volume, 
which had reference to the *Cor/ani. Bui maturer 
reflection has convinced me, that my choice would 
have been injudicious ; with the majority of thofe, 
among whom my Papers are diftributed, the my {te- 
rious air of my title-page might have been an obfta- 
cle in the way of my fuccefs ; fome men might have 
charged me with pedantry and an affectation of hard 


‘The Reman name of the inhabitants of Lincolnfire, Notting- 


hamfhire, &c. 
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20 THE COUNTRY SPECTATOR. 


words, and would therefore have configned me to 
oblivion; whilft others might have fufpected me to 
be a fower of fedition, who had concealed his evil de~ 
figns under a cabaliftical fignature. For thefe and 
other reafons, I determined to be explicit with my 
Readers, by affuming fuch a utle, as might illuitrate 
my defign. At the fame time I with to caution 
them once for all, not to form any invidious compa- 
rifon, which my name may fuggeft. All who have 
the fame furnames, are allowed to be defcendants 
from one common patriarch, tho’ they inherit none 
of the qualities, for which he is famed; and thus b 
who poffefs no part of the excellence of the primi- 
tive Spectator, may be fuffered to bear his name 
without exciting indignation, and may pafs for 
one of his humble relatives or his—Cou/in in the 
Country. 


A Card. 


Tue C.S. is happy in noticing the numerous 
fale of his Papers in * * * and its environs; and he 
hopes that the example of his Townfmen will not 
fail to fpread its influence thro’ his whole diftric. 


R, 





eR 2 TET ni Pa il 
chong EE a Poe She eek va Oe en Co aes SR TAPE © NEE Wea ne 
eS Eat Ah a ee Mae EO aiid athe lela 


M 
ie ed Be 
é\ 


re ee 
Basi 




















Ate 





